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Sir/Madam, 

Greetings from the Department of History 

Thanking you for registering the webinar Covid-19: Impact on Indian society 

organized by the Department of History, St. Cyril’s College, Adoor, Kerala. The Resource 

person for the webinar is Dr. R Dayalan, a retired Professor and academician in Chennai. The 

webinar is scheduled on 01.07.2020 (Wednesday) at 11 am. The platform for the 

webinar is Google Meet. As we have already informed, it is necessary to download the 

Google Meet application in your system or cell phone. You can enter the session at 10.40 

am onwards. The entry in the webinar is restricted on the criterion of first come and serve 

basis. Kindly mute your mike and Profile video during the time of webinar.  

Expect your kind co-operation for the smooth running of the programme. 

To join the video meeting, click this link:  

https://meet.google.com/ztw-gnco-ajb 

 

 
Dr O C Promod    Ms. Mini Mathew 
Coordinator     Head, Dept. of History 
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Webinar Report: Covid-19: Impact on Indian Society 
Date: 1st July , 2020 
Time: 11:00 AM 
Platform: Google Meet 
Organized by: Department of History, St. Cyril’s College, Adoor, Kerala 
Resource Person: Dr. R Dayalan, Retired Professor and Academician, Chennai 
Coordinator: Dr. O C Promod 
Head, Department of History: Ms. Mini Mathew 

 
The Department of History at St. Cyril’s College, Adoor, Kerala, 

successfully conducted a webinar titled "Covid-19: Impact on Indian Society" 
on the 1st of July 2020. The event was held online using the Google Meet 
platform, with Dr. R Dayalan, a retired academician from Chennai, as the 
resource person. TheWebinar was inaugurated by Dr. Susha D, the Principal of 
our college. The webinar attracted an impressive audience of students, faculty 
members, and individuals interested in understanding the socio-economic and 
cultural impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic on Indian society. 

Objective of the Webinar 
The primary aim of the webinar was to explore the wide-ranging effects 

of the Covid-19 pandemic on Indian society. Dr. Dayalan focused on how the 
pandemic disrupted various aspects of daily life, including the economy, 
education, healthcare, social interactions, and the labor market. The session 
also aimed to shed light on how the crisis reshaped Indian society's future 
outlook and the socio-political changes that followed. 

Key Highlights of the Webinar 
The session began with a warm welcome and introduction by Dr. O C 

Promod, the Coordinator of the webinar, followed by opening remarks from 
Ms. Mini Mathew, Head of the Department of History. The discussion was led 
by Dr. R Dayalan, who delivered an insightful lecture on the following topics: 

• Economic Impact: Dr. Dayalan elaborated on how the Indian economy 
experienced a severe contraction, particularly in the informal sector, 
which employs a significant portion of the population. Migrant laborers 
were severely affected, facing job losses, displacement, and poverty. 

• Social Changes: The pandemic caused a significant shift in social 
behavior, with lockdowns and social distancing measures altering 
community dynamics. Social gatherings, festivals, and public events 
were curtailed, and people were forced to adapt to a new way of life, 
leading to a rise in virtual interactions. 

• Education and Healthcare: Dr. Dayalan emphasized how the education 
sector transitioned to online learning, highlighting the challenges faced 



by students in rural areas due to a lack of internet connectivity. He also 
spoke about the pressure on the healthcare system, which had to 
manage not only Covid-19 patients but also non-Covid-19 medical 
needs. 

• Political and Policy Responses: Dr. Dayalan addressed the governmental 
responses, including lockdowns, economic stimulus packages, and social 
welfare schemes, aimed at cushioning the impact on vulnerable 
populations. 
Participant Interaction 
The session was interactive, with participants joining the Google Meet 

platform from 10:40 AM onwards. Questions were taken from the attendees 
towards the end of the presentation. Dr. Dayalan answered queries related to 
the role of local governance in managing the pandemic and the long-term 
psychological effects of the pandemic on the general population. 

Technical Coordination 
The technical aspects of the webinar were handled smoothly by the 

organizers, with all participants requested to mute their microphones and turn 

off their video feeds to avoid distractions. The platform was accessible and 

user-friendly, allowing for seamless communication between the speaker and 

participants. 

Q&A Session 

Following the keynote address, a Q&A session was held where 

participants raised questions about the socio-economic recovery post-pandemic, 

the role of technology in bridging gaps during crises, and how Indian society 

can build resilience for future pandemics. 

 

Conclusion 

The webinar concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. O C 

Promod, who expressed gratitude to the resource person, the attendees, and the 

organizing committee for their participation and support. The event was highly 

informative and provided valuable insights into how the Covid-19 pandemic has 

shaped and continues to shape Indian society. 

The Department of History looks forward to organizing more such 

engaging and educational webinars in the future. 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Webinar Report:  

"Centenary Celebration of Mahatma Gandhi’s Visit to Kerala" 

Organized by: Department of History, St. Cyril’s College, Adoor. 

Date: 8th September 2020  

Platform: Online (GoogleMeet) 

Inaugurated by: Dr. S. N. Subba Rao, Founder, National Youth Project, New Delhi 

 

The Department of History at St. Cyril’s College, Adoor successfully initiated a year-long 

celebration to commemorate the centenary of Mahatma Gandhi's visit to Kerala. The 

event was formally inaugurated by the esteemed Dr. S. N. Subba Rao, a renowned Gandhian 

and founder of the National Youth Project, New Delhi. Dr. Susha D, Principal of college 

felicitated the programme.  

Objective of the Event 

The primary aim of the event was to mark 100 years since Mahatma Gandhi's significant visit 

to Kerala and to reflect upon his impact on the region’s socio-political landscape. The 

webinar focused on revisiting Gandhi's philosophy, the relevance of his teachings today, and 

the importance of non-violence and community service in shaping the modern world. 

Inaugural Session Highlights 

The session commenced with a warm welcome address by Prof. Mini Mathew, Head of the 

Department of History, St. Cyril’s College. Prof. Mathew highlighted the significance of the 

event and the department's year-long action plan aimed at honoring Gandhi’s legacy. She also 

expressed gratitude to Dr. S. N. Subba Rao for graciously agreeing to inaugurate the event. 

In his keynote address, Dr. S. N. Subba Rao spoke passionately about Mahatma Gandhi's 

visit to Kerala and the profound influence it had on the state’s political awakening and social 

reforms. Dr. Subba Rao emphasized the following themes in his talk: 

• Gandhi’s Role in Uplifting the Marginalized: Dr. Subba Rao discussed how 

Gandhi’s visit to Kerala galvanized movements for social justice, particularly for the 

upliftment of the Dalits and other marginalized communities. 

• Gandhian Philosophy of Non-Violence and Truth: He reiterated the importance of 

Gandhi's principles of non-violence (Ahimsa) and truth (Satyagraha) in resolving 

conflicts and fostering a harmonious society. These values, he asserted, are more 

relevant than ever in today’s world of division and unrest. 

• Youth Empowerment and Service: Dr. Subba Rao, being an advocate for youth 

empowerment, inspired the younger generation to take up social causes and follow in 

the footsteps of Gandhi. He encouraged them to engage in community service and 

work towards nation-building, focusing on equality, sustainability, and peace. 



• The Importance of Remembering Gandhi Today: Dr. Subba Rao emphasized that 

Gandhi's ideals should not be confined to historical studies but must be actively 

practiced in daily life. He called upon the participants to internalize Gandhian values 

and contribute to a more just and peaceful society. 

Participant Interaction 

The webinar attracted a diverse group of attendees, including students, faculty members, 

historians, and individuals with a keen interest in Gandhian philosophy. Participants had the 

opportunity to engage in a lively Q&A session with Dr. Subba Rao, where they asked 

questions related to Gandhi’s impact on Indian society and the relevance of his teachings in 

contemporary times. 

Conclusion 

The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr O C Promod, Asst. Professor, Dept. of 

History, who expressed her deep appreciation to Dr. S. N. Subba Rao for his inspiring 

speech and his ongoing work in promoting Gandhi's legacy. He also thanked the attendees for 

their enthusiastic participation in this inaugural session of the year-long centenary 

celebration. 



The Department of History looks forward to organizing more activities and webinars in the 

coming months to continue this celebration of Gandhi’s life and work in Kerala.

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Webinar Report:  

"Centennial Celebration of Gandhi and Khadi Movement" 

Organized by: Department of History, St. Cyril's College, Adoor & Alumni Capital Chapter, 

Thiruvananthapuram, Date: 17th  October 2020 (Saturday) 

Time: 5:00 PM 

Platform: Google Meet 

Resource Person: Dr. Sankar Kumar Sanyal, President, Harijan Sevak Samaj (Initiated by 

Mahatma Gandhi) 

 

The Department of History, St. Cyril’s College, Adoor, Kerala, 

successfully hosted a webinar titled “Centennial Celebration of Gandhi and 

Khadi Movement” on 17th October 2020. The event was conducted on Google 

Meet and focused on commemorating 100 years of the Khadi Movement, 

initiated by Mahatma Gandhi as a part of India’s struggle for independence. 

Objective of the Webinar 

The objective of the webinar was to highlight the significance of the Khadi 

Movement, its evolution over the last century, and its relevance in modern 

India. The session explored Gandhi’s vision of self-reliance and how the 

movement promoted social, economic, and political independence, especially 

among rural communities. 

Key Highlights of the Webinar 

The session began with a welcome address by Dr. O C Promod, the 

Coordinator of the webinar, followed by introductory remarks from Prof. Mini 

Mathew, Head of the Department of History. The keynote speaker, Dr. Sankar 

Kumar Sanyal, a distinguished Gandhian and President of Harijan Sevak 

Samaj, delivered an in-depth and engaging presentation on the following topics: 

• Historical Background of the Khadi Movement: Dr. Sanyal traced the 

origins of the Khadi Movement, starting from its inception by Mahatma 

Gandhi in 1918 as part of the Non-Cooperation Movement. He discussed 

how Gandhi promoted Khadi as a symbol of resistance against British 

industrial goods and a means of empowering rural communities through 

self-employment. 

• Khadi as a Symbol of Nationalism: The resource person elaborated on 

the socio-political impact of Khadi, which became a powerful symbol of 

nationalism during India’s freedom struggle. Wearing Khadi was not only 



an economic activity but also a political statement against colonial rule, 

aimed at uniting Indians across different regions and classes. 

• The Role of Khadi in Rural Upliftment: Dr. Sanyal emphasized 

Gandhi’s vision of rural self-reliance through the Khadi Movement. He 

explained how Khadi production helped alleviate poverty by providing 

employment to millions of rural Indians. The movement sought to 

decentralize economic power and encourage sustainable local industries. 

• Khadi and Modern India: The discussion also covered the 

contemporary relevance of Khadi in promoting sustainable development. 

Dr. Sanyal pointed out that Khadi, as an eco-friendly and hand-spun 

fabric, holds great potential in today’s fast-growing market for organic 

and environmentally conscious products. 

• Gandhi’s Influence on Harijan Sevak Samaj: As the President of 

Harijan Sevak Samaj, Dr. Sanyal connected the philosophy behind the 

Khadi Movement with Gandhi’s broader goals of social reform, 

particularly in the upliftment of marginalized communities, such as the 

Harijans (Dalits). 

Participant Engagement 

The webinar attracted a large number of participants, including students, faculty 

members, and Gandhi enthusiasts. Participants joined the session from 4:40 PM 

onwards. During the Q&A session, Dr. Sanyal answered questions on the 

impact of the Khadi Movement on India’s economic policies, the revival of 

Khadi in recent years, and the role of youth in sustaining Gandhian values. 

Technical Coordination 

The technical aspects of the webinar were efficiently managed by the 

organizing committee. Participants were requested to mute their microphones 

and turn off their video feeds to ensure smooth communication. The platform 

was accessible, and the session proceeded without any technical issues. 

Conclusion 

The webinar concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. O C Promod, who 

expressed gratitude to Dr. Sankar Kumar Sanyal for his insightful 

presentation and to all participants for their active involvement. The session was 

highly informative, providing a comprehensive understanding of the historical 

significance of the Khadi Movement and its enduring relevance in modern 

India. 

Feedback forms were shared at the end of the session, as per the instructions 

given at the beginning of the webinar. 
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